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Howard County~ Health Department 

Bureau of Environmental Health 

7178 Columbia Gateway Drive, Columbia, MD 21046-2147 


(410) 313-2640 Fax (410) 313-2648 

TDD (410) 313-2323 Toll Free 1-866-313-6300 


website: www.hcheaIth.org 


Peter L. Beilenson, M.D., M.P.H., Health Officer 

July 11,2012 

MEMO 


To: 	 Bruce and Holly Penn, owners 

2253 Daniels Road, Ellicott City, MD 21043 

hofclimb@gmail.com 


. RE: Follow-up to phone conversation; summary of issues related percolation testing and 
potential future construction at 2253 Daniels Road 

For clarity, 
1. 	 Concerning potential to construct a detached garage near the ' back' of your property: the 

area occupied by the garage and a 20 foot setback would have to be proven to be 
unsuitable for wastewater disposal for the Health Department to approve the proposal. 

2. 	 Concerning proposals to expand enclosed living area: percolation testing is required to 
prove the area currently believed to be suitable for a 'Repair' system. This would also 
entail locating the existing trenches so available repair area can be determined. 

3. 	 If area is identified for only an initial system (i.e. current system) and one repair system, 
installation of advanced pre-treatment is required. Information regarding pre-treatment 
methods and manufacturers is accessible from the Well and Septic Program webpage, 
http://www.howardcountymd.gov/D isplayPrimary.aspx?id=42949693 61 

4. 	 Percolation tests may be conducted on your property on sloping land up to about 30% 
grade. 

5. 	 Any ' Passing' perc test on the steep slopes needs to be supported by a profile observation 
directly downslope. Thereby the possibility of percolating wastewater being forced to the 
soil surface by a restrictive layer may be avoided. 

Should you choose to pursue percolation testing and development of a Percolation 
Certification Plan, a completed Percolation Test Application form with a fee of$506 
must be submitted to the Bureau of Environmental Health . A Percolation Test Plan will 
not be required as the Plot Plan submitted with your recent Building Permit Application 
will be sufficient. 

http://www
mailto:hofclimb@gmail.com
http:www.hcheaIth.org
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Health Department 

Bureau of Environmental Health 

7178 Columbia Gateway Drive, Columbia, MD 21046-2147 


(410) 313-2640 Fax (410) 313-2648 

TDD (410) 313-2323 Toll Free 1-866-313-6300 


website: www.hchealth.org 


Peter L. Beilenson, M.D., M.P.H., Health Officer 

June 6, 2012 

To: 	 Bruce and Holly Penn, owners 
2253 Daniels Road, Ellicott City, MD 21043 
hofclimb@gmai1.com 

RE: 2253 Daniels Road, proposed addition (B1200 130 1); Percolation Certification Plan 
requirement 

A Percolation Certification Plan will be required for approval of any building pennit for 
the subject property. A variance from Percolation Certification Plan likely will not be approved. 
Following are issues identified in reLation to the physical conditions on the subject property and 
information in the Healtb Department file for the well and the septic system on the subject 
property. 

Drawings are attached in support oftbis description of issues. 
A. 	 The first drawing is a copy of the plat creating the subject property (Collins Property, 

Lot 1; Tax Map 18, Parcel 3 50) approved 10/18/1977. Percolation Test results 
supporting the depicted septic reserve area not included in the Health Department's 
Well and Septic Program file for the subject property. 

B. 	 The second drawing, certified by Gary J. Thurman, L.S. (Dewberry & Davis) on 
8/10/1977, shows the subject property with the same dimensions and with the septic 
reserve area in the same location and having tbe same dimensions as the Record Plat 
signed in 1977. 

C. 	 The third drawing shows the house location (as presented by William E. Doyle, L.S.) 
in relation to the lot lines. 

D. 	 The fourth drawing shows the overlay of the house on the Record Plat and depicting 
the encroachment of the house on the septic reserve area approved by the Health 
Officer in 1977. This condition requires a revision ofthe septic reserve area to re­
define the required 10,000 square-foot area of the septic reserve. 

E. 	 The fifth drawing, from the Health Department's Well and Septic Program file for 
the subject property, shows a proposed revision of the septic reserve area and four 
proposed percolation tests. There is no signature approval included in this view ofan 
original document that is not included in the file. As presented, the configuration of 
the septic reserve area cannot be approved due to the required 100-foot setback to the 
stream. 

mailto:hofclimb@gmai1.com
http:www.hchealth.org
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Percolation testing will be required to delineate area(s) of soils suitable for wastewater 
disposal and treatment. A thorough field review needs to be conducted prior to percolation testing 
as there are challenging conditions on the subject property. Identifiable physical conditions on the 
subject property, and including areas near the subject property's boundaries, that effect 
approvable area for a septic reserve include locations of house, driveway, stream, well, springes), 
rock outcrop(s), and slopes with grade greater than 25 percent. 

Be advised that he Percolation Certification Plan also identifies and certifies the location 
of the well and replacement well locations. 

If you have questions regarding the requirements described above, you may contact me at 
my work location in the Bureau of Environmental Health, 410-313-2691, or by 'Reply' to email. 

Robert Bricker, CPSS, REHSIR.S. 

Environmental Sanitarian, WeJl and Septic Program 
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