
Howard County 
Health Department 

7178 Columbia Gateway Drive, Columbia Maryland 21046 
(410) 313-1771 Fax (410) 313-2648 

TDD (410) 313-2323 Toll Free 1-866-313-6300 
website: www.hchealth.org 

Peter L. Beilenson, M.D., M.P.H., Health Officer 

February 12, 2008 

James and Deborah Pasto 
5213 Talbots Landing 
Ellicott City, MD 21043 

RE: Variance approval 
5213 Talbots Landing 
Ellicott City, MD 21043 

Dear Sir or Madam: 

This letter is in response to your letter dated February 8, 2008 requesting relief from the 30 ' 
setback for a potable well supply serving a proposed dwelling. This agency will grant 
approval of the variance provided that the fifteen by thirty foot garage is constructed no 
closer than twenty feet to the existing well. Approval of a building permit will be granted 
by this Department provided that the site plan submitted with the building permit 
application is consistent with the site plan approved under this variance. Any deviations 
from the site plan submitted with the request will be subject to further review by this 
Department. 

Respectfully, 

-N?_/J () , cf~ 
Michael J. Davis,Cirogram Supervisor 
Well & Septic Program 
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Mike Davis 
Well and Septic Program Director 
Howard County Department of Environmental Health 
7178 Columbia Gateway Dr. 
Ellicott City, MD 21046 

Dear Sir: 

James and Deborah Pasto 
5213 Talbots Landing 
Ellicott City, MD 21043 
410-788-7233 (Home) 
202-359-5837 (Cell) 

8 February 2008 

Thank you for your quick response to our request for a well variance via your 17 January, 2008 letter. We 
certainly understand the often conflicting perspectives you must consider. Your letter stated that our request to 
build a garage within 15ft of our well was not acceptable, and also left open the possibility that you might 
consider a request for a 20ft variance. With that in mind, we respectfully amend our request for well variance. 

Over the years, accumulation of lawn equipment, additional vehicles, and the need for storage space have 
caused us to outgrow the garage currently attached to our house. In order to provide additional space for 
vehicles, lawn equipment, and storage, we would like to build a 15ft X 30ft detached garage. The most optimal 
location for this garage is right off the existing driveway. Unfortunately, given the required property line and 
well setbacks, the garage will not fit. Other places on the property will either require a prohibitively expensive 
driveway, removal of mature trees, placement on septic field, or will detract from aesthetics and property value 
by being in the front yard. 

Respectfully, we request a variance from the well setback requirements to place a foundation for the 15ft X 30ft 
detached garage within 20ft from the well instead of the required 30ft. Please consider the following: 

• At the proposed location of the garage, the ground slopes down in elevation and away from the well. 
• The proposed garage will not be supplied with running water and will not have any drains. 
• The only tree that will be removed is one that is currently rotting from the inside and needs to be cut 

eventually anyway. 
• The proposed location is just off the edge of the existing driveway. Other locations will require removal 

of more trees, a prohibitively costly driveway, or will detract from property value by being in the front 
yard. 

• The depth of the poured concrete foundation will be 30in, or the minimum required to get below the 
frost line. The garage will be 2x6 construction, with vinyl siding to match house. 

• The proposed garage will store a vehicle, lawn equipment and various household items. 

We appreciate your consideration of our request. The enclosed drawing is provided as additional information 
for your consideration. 

;2,v~ 
James Pasto 




