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Edwin R. Anthony
3836 Walt Ann Dr.
Ellicott City, MD 21042

November 24,2010

Mike Davis
Assistant Director, Bureau of Environmental Health
Howard County Health Department
7178 Columbia Gateway Dr.
Columbia, MD 21046

Dear Mr. Davis:

I am writing to request a waiver or variance for the reconstruction of an existing wood
deck which extends over the existing septic tank. The reconstruction will have the same
footprint as the existing structure.

Our house and septic tank were built in 1967. In 1988, we built an addition to include the
wood deck. The deck was built to code at the time and extends over the septic tank. The
deck is four feet above the ground. We had a cleanout extension added (previously
below grade.) The cleanout is located near the outside edge of the deck within 3 feet of
the removable screen to allow for ease of access for cleanout. The septic has been
cleaned every few years since 1988 without any problem. We also had a new drainage
field built about the same time (not sure of the year). It has been very adequate as we
were a family of six.

We wish now to replace the existing deck as currently constructed. The existing wood
has deteriorated enough to need significant repair or replacement. We decided to tear out
the existing and rebuild it. When our contractor went to get a permit, he learned of the
building code change which would not allow a new deck to be built over the septic tank.

Sincerely,

~~~fl-,
4!o-r~B-1b~3

We are investigating the cost of relocating the septic tank to meet new code requirements.
However, I am very concerned that the cost will exceed the cost of the deck replacement
and may cause us to have to abandon the deck entirely.

We respectfully request a waiver or variance that will allow for the issuance of the
building permit to reconstruct the deck on its existing footprint. This would be no change
from the existing situation with the septic tank. I will send this letter by email and attach
a copy of the survey. The cleanout access panel is located on the left of the survey next
to the fence intersection with the wood deck toward the back ofthe property.
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