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HERBERT M. SACHS 

DI,.ECTO,. 

STATE OF MARYLAND 

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 


WATER RESOURC ES ADMIN ISTRATION 

TAWES STATE OFFICE BUILDING. 


ANNAPOLIS. MARYLAND 21401 

September 8, 1977 

~tr. Charles E. Stoner 
l\ttorney at Law 
43 North Court Street 
Westminster, Maryland 21157 RE: Well #HO-73-2238 

Dear Mr. Stoner: 

Your letter of August 30, 1977 and attached well completion 
report are confusing. The well completion report shows that the 
well is properly grouted (0 to 58 feet) while your letter states 
that the grout pipe extended only to 30 feet. I also note that 
the amount of grout used is just about the amount needed to fill 
58 feet of annular space. Furthermore, ybur letter states that 
the caving sand at 34 feet fell. and partially filled the annular 
space. 

Based on the above, it appears that the annular space was open 
to about 58 feet. Therefore, as required by regulation, the grout 
pipe should have extended to this depth. It appears to me that 
although the well was grouted, an improper technique was used and 
therefore, you are requesting a deviation from standards for the 
improper technique. I do not see how a few feet of running sand at 
about 34 feet would prevent the proper grouting technique for this 
well. If the caving sand had occurred near the base of the weathered 
zone (bottom of casing), I could then understand grouting several . 
feet less than the length of the casing. 

I am in a quandary as to how to deal with this problem. On the 
one hand, I see no technic~l reason (other than a misunderstanding) 
as to why the well could not be constructed in a proper manner with 
prop~r techniques. On the other hand, Water Resources Regulation 
08.05.02.03C(1)h requires that the subject well be abandoned and 
sealed if I determine that it does not meet standards - a harsh 
remedy for this kind of situation. 



.. 

Two 

Mr. C. E. Stoner 
September 8, 

In this case, I am reluctant to subs judgement for 
that of Howard County. Therefore, by copy letter, I am 
re rring this matter to Howard advice that 

ther decision on well (disapprove ) can be 
defended. 

AS:mw 

~/cc : 	 Mr. Palmer Wine, ctor, Environmental , 
. Howard Co. (w/Aug. 30th 



HOFF AND STONER 

ATTORNEYS AT LAW 


43 N. COURT $TREET 
AREA CODr: 301 

848-7777 

S1ANf-Of'{P HOFF' (f:JU-lfl7(;} 

CHAr~lr:~;,. C. STONcn 

WESTMINSTER. MARYLAND 
SALTIMonc LINE: 

LUK(: K, bURNS, ..JR. 
67Ci 1045 

30, 1977 

!-1r. Arnold S ffman 
Water Resources 

state 0 ce Building 
Avenue 

21401 

Re: 3-2238 

Dear Mr. Schiffman: 
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to 

proce 
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Mr. Schiffman 

30, 7 


reement between the pa , 
inte Mr. wine's statement 
of open hole • then the well 
to grout the well without 

of the conver
in s 

feet. As you know, 
the Howard county Health 

Department. 

As you can see by 19 the well 
on the well drilled for Mr. tz, en

countered braun 34 ·to 37 t. of 
used the 
at a b 

BRsed on 
sat , he 
there was an 

's unders 
the wel 

34 to 35 
s well was then 

seal ac-

When the cave WLlS scovered <:It 34 to 35 feet I and 
IS understand of the convers 

he then proceeded to the well with 
30 feet of grout hose the annular space 
which I understand would be more than suf

ient for th may also that 
t even be as 20 feet of casing 

normally takes to s. 

on my c 
. Wine. 

to 
if 

I 
Hr. 
there 

s le 

same would be di caus 
from scratch complet:.e s cost. Based on Mr. • s 
expe J: the we 11 he 
confident that s \'Jell will and 

water supp for the r only 
de the <:p:-out c1(~pth as 
terpreted the agonc S I'll th j ion. 
wou].d further warrant s positi.on clearly 
that if de: condition deve 
th i s ue 11 ( i . e . 

'of the water), that wou drill another \vell 
for the homeovmer te 



Mr. Arnold Schiffman 
Page 3 
August 30, 1977 

In this ca~e, the cave in occurred at the level where 
the brown sand was encounteied. In Mr. Kyker's opinion, 
the sand continued to fall filling the annular space around 
the casing and that no bridging existed. 

I am sure that you are aware of the various problems 
and misunderst andings which have existed for some time and 
I illU hope ful th a t the proposed changes in the regulations 
will e liminate the se problems in the future. We do, however, 
respe ctfully request. that upon the facts and circumstances 
involved in ~his cas e, that the approval of this well will 
be granted. 

Thanking you, I remain 

Charles E. stoner 

CES/jfb 
Enclosure 
cc: l'-1r. Dana Kyke r 
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