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= Bureau of Environmental Health

7178 Columbia Gateway Drive, Columbia MD 21046

Howard County (410) 313-2640 Fax (410) 313-2648

Health D epartment TDD (410) 313-%323 Toll Free 1-866-313-6300
website: www.hchealth.org

Penny E. Borenstein, M.D., M.P.H., Health Officer

Tune 23, 2006 | APPROVED
WALK-THRU BUILDING PERMIT

Mr. Doug Chamberlain
12235 Heathcliff Court
Ellicott City, MD 21042

RE: Variance Approval
12235 Heathcliff Court
Ellicott City, MD 21042

Dear Sir:

The Department of Health has received your variance request dated June 12, 2006 for the
above referenced property. This agency will grant approval of the variance provided
that the addition without a basement is constructed no closer than ten (10) feet to the
existing septic tank. Approval of a building permit will be granted by this Department
provided that the site plan submitted with the building permit application is consistent
with the site plan approved under this variance request and the construction plans
illustrate the construction of the addition with out a basement in compliance with the ten
(10) foot setback. Any deviations from the site plan submitted with the request will be
subject to further review by this Department.

Any questions regarding this decision may be directed to the Well and Septic Program of
the Howard County Health Department.

Respectfully,

Michael J. Dav1£'

Director, Well and Septic Programs

cc: File
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June 12, 2006

Mr. Mike Davis

Program Supervisor

Howard County Health Department
7178 Columbia Gateway Drive
Columbia, MD 21046

Re: Building Permit Application #156291
12235 Heathcliff Court
Ellicott City, MD 21042

Dear Mr. Davis,

The above referenced building permit application is currently in an unapproved status in
the Howard County Health Department. The issue concerning the Health Department is
the proximity of the proposed new addition to the existing septic tanks, which were
installed when the residence was constructed in 1995. Both septic tanks were installed in
conformity with the Howard County regulations in place at the time requiring that the
tanks be placed at least ten feet from any foundation walls. Subsequently, the Health
Department evidently changed this setback from ten feet to twenty feet in 2005.

The outer wall of our proposed addition does not meet the twenty foot requirement for
either of the two tanks. The second tank is approximately 12.5 feet from the proposed
addition foundation wall. Based on this conflict, we are prepared to abandon our plans
for expanding the basement area. Instead, we would build foundation walls extending
below the septic tanks with a crawl space area. The purpose of this letter is to request
approval for a variance, which would allow us to leave both septic tanks in place,
providing that we abandon our plan to expand the basement area.

As the enclosed photographs indicate, there are topographical concerns with the
geography of this site and the position of the septic tanks. Removal and replacement of
both tanks is both impractical when considering the nature of the site and extremely
costly.

Please call me at (410)203-2460 Ext. 1 so that we may discuss this matter and any
concerns you may harbor. We are hoping, if possible, to resolve this matter and obtain a
building permit before rates increase on July 1, 2006.

Thanks for your consideration of this matter.

Sincerely,

( b Z/l:;,/(
| mp
Doug Chamberlain ba /@
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