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2921Greenway Drive
Ellicotr city, MD 2to42
July 9, 2O2O

lndian Cave Farm LLC

2921 Greenway Drive
Ellicott City, MD 21042
ATTN: Ann Holmes Jones

RE: Request for Waiver to use existing well at 1495 Underwood Road, Sykesville, MD

Dear Ann:

lhave reviewed the information about the water well at 1495 Underwood Road. lunderstand thatyou
would like to use the existing water well being used at 1485 Underwood Road to supply the house at
1495 Underwood Road which is currently being renovated. This will require a waiver to Howard County
Code Section 3.907. The attached site plan shows the layout of the two houses and the location of the
well.

The existing well was tested and yielded 45 gallons per minute as shown on the attached well
completion report. lt was originally an agricultural well supplying both the residence at 1485

Underwood Road and the dairy operation of Bowling Green Farms lnc. The dairy operation ceased

operation in 2019 so the water demand is greatly reduced.

The existing well is 160 feet deep and completed as an open hole in the fractured rock aquifer. The
fractured rock aquifer of the Maryland Piedmont has no appreciable primary porosity; recoverable
groundwater is only in fractures. Theyieldof awell is dependent on the number and size of the
fractures the well intersects.

Both houses are on a single parcelthat is currently used for farming. The parcel has a Howard County

conservation easement in place that guarantees it will always be in agricultural use.

You have a well with more than enough capacity on a single parcel. lt serves no useful purpose to have

another well in the same groundwater reservoir. These wells would interfere with each other and the
yield of each would be reduced. The requirement for a new well is a substantial expense and financial

hardship that serves no useful private or public purpose.

Truly yours,

Donald Koch, P. E.
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