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Freemon, Robert

From:
Sent:
to:
Cc:

Subject:
Attachments:

Freemon, Robert
Friday, February 07 , 2020 3:20 PM

Dr. Ruben

Williams, Jeffrey
RE: 32144 Woodbine Rd.

2007 Aerial Photo.png; 2013 Aerial Photo.png

Kathy,
An aerial photograph from 2007 shows the property without an existing pool, screened porch and decks. lt isn't until
2072-2073 when these structures show up. Even if these structures existed at one point further in the past they have

not been in existence for some time. ln addition none ofthem were permitted according to the Dept. of lnspections
Licenses and Permits (DILP). Therefore these structures are considered new construction- l'm sorry if you were not
aware a permit was needed however this does not change the fact that these structures were installed illegally in 2012.

According to section 3.805(a)(1) this proposal does require a Percolation Certification Plan. The pool alone covers over
500sqft. For someone to be exempt they would have to meet all three conditions. Before this building permit can be

approved a Percolation Certification Plan desiBnating a sewage disposal area on the property for future replacement
systems is required. All septic systems will fail at some point so having a designated replacement area is critical before
we update the house.

As for the existing septic system the Health Dept. will need to confirm its statues. I have read the report from J.V.

Harrison's and it is evident the existing system was failing before this work was done. lt also is evident based on our
records that a minor repair permit was never applied for nor approved for this septic work. Any work being done on an

existing septic system requires a permit.

Lastly the building permit application submitted shows your name and contact information written in as the property
owner. lf you would like me to contact the new property owners I will do so however your contact information is the
only one provided. The Health Dept. does not get involved with buyer and seller agreements. lt is ultimately the current
homeowners responsibility to complete the requirements before this building permit is approved.

Robeft " S pen cer" Freem on
Howard Coung Health Depaftment
8930 Stantord Blvd. Columbia, MD 21045
Bureau of Environmental Health
Well and Septic Program
Phone: 410-313-6357
Em a il : rlreem on@h oward c ountvm d. q ov
Web s ite : https t/www. h ow a r d c ou ntvm d.qovlD epa rtm e ntsl H e a lth/Env i ron m e nta l- H e a lthWe ll - a n d - S e pti c

From: Dr. Ruben <kathyruben@comcast.net>
Sent: Thursday, January 30, 2020 3:34 PM
To: Freemon, Robert <rfreemon@howardcountymd.gov>
Subject: RE: 3444 Woodbine Rd.

INote: This email originated from outside of the organization. Please only click on links or attachments if
you know the sender.l
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Hi Spencer,

Thank you for looking over the property file for 3444 Woodbine Road. I do have a question about the need for a

Percolation Certification Plan for the property since the building permit is for replacing structures that were originally
installed in 1994 as you can see from where the existing doorways are located. I bought the house in 2012 when I had
the Gold Leaf Group refurbish everything... apparently they did not obtain permits which I did not know until I put the
house up for sale. The potential buyers for the house asked me to obtain permits retrospectively.

I recently sold the house on January 21't, 2020. The new buyers asked for a septic company to evaluate the current
system (see attached report from J.V. Harrison Backhoe and Septic which is one of the septic companies on your
list). They have deemed the system to be in good working order. There is a depression in the yard but it is not from the
septic system. Rather it is from a drainage tube from the gutters and the sump pump directinB water away from the
house. When it rains a lot there is a puddle sometimes. This definitely is not surfacing septic since the house had been
empty from July 2019 until it was sold in January 2020 ( I have been living at my new home in St. Mary's County which I

purchased in June 2019). No one was using the septic system so it could not be surfacing septic!

The PERC permit fee and test plan sounds like it will cost thousands of dollars for a property that I don't even own
anymore. Please advise me on this issue.

Tha nk you,

Kathy

Kathy Ruben, M.S., Ph.D.
Phone:301-520-7448
Email : kathwuben@comcast.net

From: Freemon Robert
Sent: Tuesday,.January 28, 2020 4:08 PM

To: kathvru be n (dcomcast. net
subject: 3444 woodbine Rd.

Hi Kathy,
After looking over the property file and building permit you are required to have a Percolation Certification Plan for the
property. Although this buildinB permit is for replacing existing structures these structures were installed somewhere
between 20L1 and 2013 without a permit. Adding over 250sqft to the house triggers the Percolation Certification
requirement. See the attached memo concerning the Percolation Certification plan. ln addition to the perc cert/testing
we will need to verify the existing system is not failing near the drywells. There is a depressed area in the back yard near

the septic system showing black material that could be biofilm from a surfacing septic. During perc testing we can

investigate this area. I have attached a list of Engineers and Septic Contractors along with the requirements for the
Percolation Certification plan. Also I have a couple of questions. Are we planning on connecting the outdoor sink to the
existing septic system? What is the purpose of the pipe sticking out along the pool patio?

2

With this information, it doesn't seem like a PERC Certification plan is needed as per code 3.805. I definitely did not
increase the amount of living space, there were previous decks so 250 extra square feet were not added, and the
existing on-site sewage disposal system is adequate for the property. As for your other q uestion about connecting the
outdoor sink (l do not know what the new owners will do). The purpose ofthe pipe along the pool patio is to act as a

return if someone wanted to install a sliding board with water or a waterfall in the pool.



lf you'have any questions don't hesitate to ask.

Robeft "Spencer" Freemon
Howard Coung Health Departnent
8930 Stanford Blvd. Colunbia, MD 21045
Bureau of Environmental Health
Well and Septic Program
Phone: 410-313-6357

Em a il : rf reem o n@h ow ar d c ou ntvm d. qov
Website: httpsllwww.howardcountymd.sovlDepartments/HealthlEnvironmental-HealthMell-and-Septic
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+,6 Howard County
Health Department

€zi' Bu rea u of Environmental Health
8930 Stanford goulevard, Columbia, MD 21045

Main: 410-313-2640 | Fax: 410-313-2548
TD0 410-313-2323 | Toll tree 1-865-313-6300

www-hchealth.ort

Facebook: www.f acebook.com/hocohealth

Twitter: HowardCoHealthDep

Maura J. Rossman, M.D., Health officer

MEMORANDUM

TO Kathleen Ru ben
3444 Woodbine Rd.

Woodbine, MO 21797

g6|1s1171ssn16n fi/f
Well & Septic Program

3444 Woodbine Rd.

Woodbine, Mo 21797
(Priot to BP Apptovol)

L/28/2020

FROM:

After review of B 19004382 the following is required prior to building permit approval.

Percolation Certification Plan: A percolation certification plan is a plan signed by the Health

Dept. designating a sewage disposal area on the property. Before a perc cert can be created perc

testing is required. Prior to testing the Health Dept. must receive a filled-out perc testing

application, the perc permit fee of $506 (payable to the Director of Finance) and a perc test plan

The fee for the perc permit covers the testing, plan review and certification. Homeowners will

need to hire a septic contractor or a friend with a backhoe to dig holes l2-l6ft deep. As for the

test plan, homeowners will typically hire a civil/septic engineer who has worked with us before.

Once the Health Dept. has received all three (application, fee, test plan) and we approve of the

test plan we will schedule a date for perc testing. Based on the test results the engineer will

finalize the perc cert.

RE:

DATE:



Freemon, Robert

Freemon, Robert
Tuesday, January 28, 2020 4:08 PM

kathyruben@comcast.net
3444 Woodbine Rd.

3444 Woodbine Rd. .pdt ENGINEERS Surveyors REV 6-28-02.pdf; SEPTIC

CONTRACTORS_updated 8-14-18.pdf; Perc-Site Plan REQ.PDF; Well & Septic

SETBACKS.PDF

Hi Kathy,
After looking over the property file and building permit you are required to have a Percolation Certification Plan for the
property. Although this building permit is for replacing existing structures these structures were installed somewhere
between 2011 and 2013 without a permit. Adding over 2sosqft to the house triggers the Percolation Certification
requirement. See the attached memo concerning the Percolation Certification plan. ln addition to the perc cert/testing
we will need to verify the existing system is not failing near the drywells. There is a depressed area in the back yard near

the septic system showing black material that could be biofilm from a surfacing septic. During perc testing we can

investigate this area. I have attached a list of Engineers and Septic Contractors along with the requirements for the
Percolation Certification plan. Also I have a couple of questions. Are we planning on connecting the outdoor sink to the
existing septic system? What is the purpose of the pipe sticking out along the pool patio?

lf you have any questions don't hesitate to ask.

Robert "Spencer" Freemon
Howard Coung Health Depaftment
8930 Stanford Blvd. Columhia, MD 21045
Bureau of Environnental Health
Well and Septic Program
Phone: 410-313-6357
Em a i I : rtreem on@h ow a rdcou ntym d, gov
Website: httpsllwww.howardcountymd.govlDepartments/Health/Environmental-HealthMell-and-Septic

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:
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