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May 18, 2026 
 
To: Leslie Mitchell 
 Water Quality Financing Administration 
 Maryland Department of the Environment 
 
 Canaan Valley Institute 
   
From: Jeff Williams 
 Deputy Director 
 
Re: BRF Proposal for connecting 4936 Wharff Lane to public sewer 
 
The Howard County Health Department has identified a property in Howard County that meets the five 
requirements of HB 57 to receive BRF money for connecting an existing house to an existing public 
sewer line. 
 
1.  THE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT OF THE ONSITE SEWAGE DISPOSAL SYSTEM IS 
DOCUMENTED BY THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND CONFIRMED BY THE 
DEPARTMENT;   
 

The Health Department has verified that the existing on-site sewage disposal system serving the 
single family dwelling on the property is in a failing condition due to sewage effluent surfacing 
above drainfield trench. (Exhibit A). 

 
2.  IT CAN BE DEMONSTRATED THAT:  
 
A. THE REPLACEMENT OF THE ONSITE SEWAGE DISPOSAL SYSTEM WITH SERVICE 
TO AN EXISTING MUNICIPAL WASTEWATER FACILITY THAT IS ACHIEVING 
ENHANCED NUTRIENT REMOVAL LEVEL TREATMENT IS MORE COST-EFFECTIVE 
FOR NITROGEN REMOVAL THAN UPGRADING THE INDIVIDUAL ONSITE SEWAGE 
DISPOSAL SYSTEM; OR 
 
B. THE INDIVIDUAL REPLACEMENT OF THE ONSITE SEWAGE DISPOSAL SYSTEM IS 
NOT FEASIBLE;  
  

The Patapsco Wastewater Treatment Plant is currently constructed to meet to ENR standards.  
Therefore, it is more cost effective per pound of nitrogen removal than installing a BAT on an on-
site sewage disposal system.  The homeowner has received three (3) written quote packages 
(exhibit B) from contractors to make the connection.  The lowest quote is $19,050 from South 
Carroll Backhoe. The homeowner has paid the Howard County connection cost of $2400, $900 of 
which is reimbursable by the grant. (exhibit C). Additionally, connection to the public system is 
required by Howard County Code and installation of an on-site sewage disposal system would be 
inconsistent with the Howard County Master Plan for Water and Sewerage, and therefore, 
prohibited by COMAR 26.04.02.02.J. 
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3.  THE PROJECT IS CONSISTENT WITH THE COUNTY’S COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AND 
WATER AND SEWER MASTER PLAN;  
 

The Howard County Master Plan states that an individual sewerage system may not be installed 
on any parcel or lot where a public sewer system is adequate and available.  The public sewer 
system is adequate and available to this property.  
 

4.  THE ONSITE SEWAGE DISPOSAL SYSTEM WAS INSTALLED AS OF OCTOBER 1, 2008, 
AND THE PROPERTY THE SYSTEM SERVES IS LOCATED IN A PRIORITY FUNDING 
AREA, IN ACCORDANCE WITH § 5-7B-02 OF THE STATE FINANCE AND PROCUREMENT 
ARTICLE; AND  
 

The existing home was built before public sewer was available. The State Department of 
Assessment and Taxation Real Property Form indicates the house was built in 1986 (exhibit D). 
4936 Wharff Lane is within the Priority Funding Area. 

  
5. THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT HAS ADOPTED A POLICY OR PROCEDURE THAT WILL 
GUARANTEE THAT ANY FUTURE CONNECTION TO AN EXISTING MUNICIPAL 
WASTEWATER FACILITY THAT IS FUNDED UNDER PARAGRAPH (2)(I)1E OF THIS 
SUBSECTION WILL MEET ALL OF THE REQUIREMENTS UNDER THIS 
SUBPARAGRAPH.  
 

The Howard County public sewer line has already been constructed.  The connection will be for 
10285 Clarksville Pike and no other homes will be connected to the sewer line house connection. 

 
The Howard County Health Department does not like to maintain financial data of Howard County 
citizens, so I have requested that the owner provide their taxable income information directly to Canaan 
Valley Institute.  Please feel free to contact me at (410) 313-1771 with any questions. 
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Real Property Data Search ( )

     

Search Result for HOWARD COUNTY
 

Search Tax Maps No Ground Rent Redemption on File No Ground Rent Registration on File

Special Tax Recapture: None
Account Number: District - 01 Account Identifier - 207385

Owner Information
Owner Name: NEIGHOFF JOHN ROLAND

NEIGHOFF SHARON ARLENE
Use:
Principal Residence:

RESIDENTIAL
YES

Mailing Address: 4936 WHARFF LN
ELLICOTT CITY MD 21043-6834

Deed Reference: /05024/ 00395

Location & Structure Information
Premises Address: 4936 WHARFF LN

ELLICOTT CITY 21043-0000
Legal Description: 1.206 A

4936 WHARFF LN
ELLICOTT CITY

Map: Grid: Parcel: Neighborhood: Subdivision: Section: Block: Lot: Assessment Year: Plat No:
0031 0010 0781 1010101.14 1001 2024 Plat Ref:

Town: None

Primary Structure Built Above Grade Living Area Finished Basement Area Property Land Area County Use
1986 1,232 SF 600 SF 1.2000 AC

Stories Basement Type Exterior Quality Full/Half Bath Garage Last Notice of Major Improvements
1 YES STANDARD UNIT FRAME/ 4 3 full

Value Information
Base Value Value Phase-in Assessments

As of
01/01/2024

As of
07/01/2025

As of
07/01/2026

Land: 208,000 233,200
Improvements 165,100 230,500
Total: 373,100 463,700 433,500 463,700
Preferential Land: 0 0

Transfer Information
Seller: KERN BERKLEY W JR Date: 02/29/2000 Price: $150,000
Type: ARMS LENGTH IMPROVED Deed1: /05024/ 00395 Deed2:

Seller: KERN BERKLEY W Date: 02/19/1986 Price: $8,000
Type: ARMS LENGTH IMPROVED Deed1: /01440/ 00256 Deed2:

Seller: Date: Price:
Type: Deed1: Deed2:

Exemption Information
Partial Exempt Assessments: Class 07/01/2025 07/01/2026
County: 000 0.00
State: 000 0.00
Municipal: 000 0.00|0.00 0.00|0.00
Special Tax Recapture: None

Homestead Application Information
Homestead Application Status: Approved   11/27/2012

Homeowners' Tax Credit Application Information
Homeowners' Tax Credit Application Status: No Application Date:
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